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230f 1992,
14 0f 1997.
Commencement
[1. 2. 1993]
S.I1.230f 1993.

Short title.

Interpretation.

CHAPTER 239
CIVIL AVIATION

[14th October, 1992]

PART |
Preliminary
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Civil Aviation Act.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-

“aerodrome” or “airport” meansany areaof land or water (including any area
or space, whether on theground, on theroof of abuilding or € sewhere) which
isdesigned, equipped, prepared, set apart or used for affording facilitiesfor
thelanding and departure of aircraft;

“arcraft” means any machine or apparatus that can derive support in the
amospherefromreactionsof theair but doesnot includeprojectilesor rockets;

“ar navigation services’ includesinformation, directions, and other facilities
furnished, issued or provided in connection with the navigation or movement
of aircraft and includesthe control of movement of vehiclesinany part of an
arrport used for the movement of aircraft;

“Belizearcraft” meansan aircraft registered in Belize pursuant to regul ations
madeunder thisAct;

“Chicago Convention” meansthe Convention of Internationa Civil Aviation
concluded at Chicago onthe seventh day of December, 1944.
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Civil Aviation [CAP.239 7

“Customsaerodrome’ meansan aerodrome designated by theMinister tobea
place of landing or departure of aircraft for the purpose of the enactments
relating to customs,

“Director of Civil Aviation” meansthe person for the time being lawfully
dischargingin Bdizethefunctionsof the Officeof theHead of the Civil Aviation
Department on behaf of theMinigter;

“lossor damage” includes, inrelationto persons, lossof lifeand persond injury;

“Minister” meansthe Minister responsiblefor Civil Aviation, unlessotherwise
Specified;

“reward” inrelation to aflight, includesany form of consideration received or
to bereceived, wholly or partly, in connection with theflight, irrespective of the
person by whom or to whom the consideration hasbeen or isto begiven.

PART 11
Regulation and Control of Civil Aviation

3. It shall betheduty of the Minister - Duties of the
Minister.
: L 14 of 1997.
@ to supervisedl mattersconnected with civil aviation; ©

(b) to undertake and to co-operate with personsundertaking such
projects, technical research, study or investigation asinthe
Miniger’sopinionwill promotethedevel opment of civil aviation
inBelize

(© to construct and maintain al government airportsandfacilities
including al plant, machinery and buildingsnecessary for their
efficient operation;
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(d)

(€
()
(¢)

(h)

()

()

to control and manage aircraft and equipment necessary for
theconduct of government services,

to operate such services asthe government may approve;
to prescribeaerial routes;

to take such action as may be necessary to secure, by
international agreement or otherwise, therightsof the
government over or inrespect of internationd air traffic;

to cooperatewith theaviation authorities or staff of other
governmentsor countriesfor any purposes pertaining to civil
avidion;

toinvestigate, examine, and report on the operation and
development of commercia aviationin Belize; and

to consider and prepare such regulationsas may be
necessary for the control or operation of civil aviationin
Belizeand for the control or operation of aircraft registered
inBdize

Power to give 4.-(1) TheMiniger may makeregulaionsasmay gppear tohimtoberequiste

effect to the

Chicago or expedient
Convention, etc.,

and to regulate air @
navigation.

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

for carrying out the Chicago Convention, and any Annex thereto

relating to international standardsand recommended practices
(being an Annex adopted in accordance with the Convention)
and any amendment to the Convention or any such Annex;

for carrying into effect the provisions of all or any other

internationa conventionrdatingtocivil avigiontowhich Belize
isaparty;
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() generdlyforregulatingair navigation.

(2) Without prejudiceto thegenerality of theforegoing, the Minister may
make provision by regulations-

(@ astotheregistration and marking of aircraft in Belize;

(b) for prohibiting aircraft from flying unlesscertificates of
airworthinessissued or validated under theregulaionsarein
forcewith respect to them and except upon compliance with
such conditionsasto maintenance and repair asmay be
prescribed;

(© for thelicensing, ingpection and regul ation of aerodromesand
edtablishmentsfor themanufactureor repair of aircraft or aircraft
parts, for accessto aerodromesand other placeswhereaircraft
havelanded and for prohibiting or regulating the use of
aerodromesand establi shments abovementioned which arenot
licensd;

(d) for prohibiting personsfrom engagingin, or being employedin
or inconnectionwith, air navigationin such capacitiesasmay
be prescribed unlessthey satisfy the prescribed requirements,
and for thelicensing of personsemployed at aerodromesor
elsawherein theinspection, testing, maintenance, repair or
supervisonof arcraft;

(e astothe conditionsunder which, and in particular the
aerodromesto and fromwhich, arcraft entering or leaving Belize
may fly, and asto the conditionsunder which aircraft may fly
from one part of Belizeto another;

(d) asto the conditions under which passengersand goods may be
carried by air and under which aircraft may beusedfor com-

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



10 CAP.239]
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()

(h)

()

()

(K)

()

(m)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

mercid, indugtrial, gainful or other purposes, and for prohibit-
ing the carriage by air of goods of such classesasmay be
prescribed;

for minimizing or preventing interferencewiththeuseor
effectivenessof gpparatusused inconnectionwithar navigation
andfor prohibiting or regul ating the use of any apparatusand
thedisplay or useof any signsand lightsliableto endanger
arcraft;

for authorising personsto extinguish or screen any signor
light liableto endanger aircraft and to enter upon any land for
that purpose, and for recovering the expensesin connection
therewith from the owner or occupier of the placewherethe
signor lightisexhibited or from the person having charge of
thesignor light;

generaly for securing the safety, efficiency and regularity of
alr navigation and the safety of aircraft and of personsand
property carriedtherein, andfor preventing arcraft endangering
other personsand property;

for requiring personsengagedin, or employedinorin
connectionwith, air navigation to supply meteorologica
information for the purposesof air navigation,

for regul ating themaking of signalsand other communications
by or toaircraft and personscarried therein;

for regulating theusefor air navigation purposesof any ensgn
establishedinBdlize;

for prohibiting aircraft fromflying over such areasin Belizeas
maly be specifiedintheregulations, by Order publishedinthe
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Gazette;

(n) for applying, adapting or modifying theenactmentsreating to
customsin relation to aerodromesand to aircraft and persons
and property carried therein, and for preventing smuggling by
air, andfor permitting in connectionwith air navigation, subject
to such conditions as appear to berequisite or expedient for
the protection of revenue, theimportation of goodsinto Belize
without the payment of duty;

(0) astothemanner and conditionsof theissue, vaidation, renewd,
extenson or variation of any certificate, licenceor other
documentsrequired by theregulations (including theexamina
tion and teststo be undergone) and asto theform, custody,
production, cancellation, sugpension, endorsement and
surrender of any such document;

(p) for theregistration of birthsand deathsoccurringinaircraft and
of particularsof personsmissing fromaircraft;

(o)) for establishing and regul ating the conditions of use, including
the chargesthat may be madefor the use of Government
aerodromesand for servicesor facilitiesprovided therein, and
for regul ating the chargesthat may bemadefor theuseof licensed
aerodromesand for facilitiesand services provided at such
aerodromes,

(9] for regulating the conduct of personsin an aerodrome;

)] for requiring the payment to the prescribed persons of charges
of suchamountsand insuch currenciesasmay be specifiedin
theregulationsor in agreement between the Minister and such
personsinrespect of air navigation, communication, air traffic
control and other services;
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Investigations of
accidents.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

(®)

(u)

v)

W)

for prescribing thefeesto be paid in respect of theissue,
validation, renewal, extension or variation of any certificate,
licenceor other document or theundergoing of any examination
or test required by virtue of theregulations, and in respect of
any other mattersin respect of whichit appearstotheMinister
to be expedient to chargefees;

for regulating or prohibiting theflight of aircraft over Bdlizeat
speedsinexcessof Mach 1;

for requiring the examination of personsand membersof the
crew and goodscarried in aircraft to ensure the security and
safety of passengersand other personsand property;

for exempting from the provisionsof theregulationsor any of
them any aircraft or personsor classesof aircraft or persons.

(3) Anyregulaionsor Ordersmadeunder thissection may makedifferent
provisonswith respect to different classesof aircraft, aerodromes, personsor
property and with respect to different circumstances and with respect to
different partsof Belize but shall be so framed asnot to discriminateinlike
circumstancesbetween aircraft registered in Belize operated by oneair trangport
undertaking and aircraft operated by another air transport undertaking.

5.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsproviding for theinvestigation of
any accident arising out of or inthe courseof ar navigation and either occurring
inor over Belize or occurring to Belizeaircraft wherever they may be.

(2) Without prgudicetothegenerdity of subsection (1), regul ationsunder
thissection may contain provisons-

@)

requiring noticeto begiven of any such accident as
aforesaid in such manner and by such personsasmay be
prescribed;

REVISED EDITION 2000
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(b) prohibiting, pending investigation, accessto or interference
with aircraft to which an accident has occurred;

() authorising any person, sofar asmay be necessary for the
purpose of aninvestigation, to have accessto, examine, re-
move, take measuresfor the preservation of, or otherwise deal
with, any such aircraft;

(d) authorising or requiring the cancellation, suspension,
endorsement or surrender of and licenceor certificate
granted under thisAct or regulationsmade under thisAct
whereit appearsoninvestigation that such action ought to be
taken, and requiring the production of any such licenceor
cetificate.

(3) Regulationsunder thissection may providefor theimposition of pendties
for offencesagaing theregulations.

6.-(1) Intime of war, whether actual or imminent, or of great national  Control intime
emergency, the Minister in consultation with the Minister of Defence, may by ~ of war or
Order regulate or prohibit, either absolutely or subject to such conditionsas ~ M9%Y-
may be contained in the Order, the navigation of all or any descriptions of

aircraft over Belize, and may by Order providefor taking possession of and

using for the purposes of the Government any aerodrome or any aircraft, or

any machinery, plant, materia or thing foundin any such aerodromeor aircraft,

andfor regulating or prohibiting the use, erection, building, maintenanceor estab-

lishment of any aerodromeor flying school.

(2) AnOrder under thissection may, for the purpose of securing compliance
withtheprovisonsthereof, providefor theimpostion of pendtiesnot exceeding
ten thousand dollars and imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months,
and inthecase of any prohibition of flying over any areaof Belize, the Order
may providefor thetaking of such stepsasmay be specified, including firing on
theaircraft.
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Control of
aviation fuel.

Licensing of air
transport and

commercia flying.

7.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsto securethat personsshall not
use, sell, storeor otherwiseded inaviation fuel except in accordancewiththe
conditionsof apermit granted under the regulations, and generally to control
thestorageand use of aviationfuel.

(2) Regulations under this section may provide for the imposition of
pendtiesfor offencesagaingt theregul ationsnot exceeding afineof fivethousand
dollarsand imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear, and may provide
for theforfeiture of theaviation fuel, storagefacility, any aircraft, vehicle,
machinery, equipment or thing used inthe commission of the offence.

8.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulations-
(@ to securethat aircraft shal not beusedin Belize by any person-
(i) for plying, whilecarrying passengersor goodsfor hire
or reward, on such journeysor classesof journeys
(whether beginning and ending at the same point or

different points) asmay be prescribed; or

(it) for flying undertaken for the purpose of any trade or
businessas may be prescribed,

except under the authority of, and in accordancewith, alicence or permit
granted by theauthority specifiedintheregulations;

(b) astothecircumstancesinwhichalicenceor permit may or
shall begranted, refused, revoked or suspended, and asto
thematterstowhichthelicensing authority specifiedinthe
regulationsisto haveregardin deciding whether to grant or
refusealicenceor permit;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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(© asto gpped sfromthelicensing authority by personsinterested
inthegrant, refusal, revocation or suspension of any licence
or permit under theregulations;

(d) asto the conditionswhich may be attached to such licence or
permit (including conditionsastofares, freight rates or other
chargesto be charged by the holder of thelicence or permit),
and for securing compliancewith any conditions so attached,;

(e astotheinformationto befurnished by an applicant for, or the
holder of, such alicenceor permit to such authoritiesasmay
be prescribed, including detail sof the resources of the appli -
cant and thefinancial arrangements made by himin respect of
thebusinessactivitiesinwhich heis, or may beexpectedto be,
engeged,;

() prescribing thefeesto be paidin respect of thegrant or renewal
of alicenceor permit;

(9) exempting fromtheprovisionsof theregulationsor any of them,
flightsof such description asmay be prescribed,

and such regulationsmay makedifferent provisonsasrespectsdifferent classes
of aircraft and different classesof licences.

(2 Wherethecompetent authority hasreasonto believethat anaircraftis
intended to be used in contravention of any regulationsunder thissection, he
may giveto the person appearing to him to bein command of theaircraft a
direction that he shall not permit the aircraft to take off until thedirectionis
revoked.

(3) Regulations under this section may, for the purpose of securing
compliance with theregulationsor direction, providefor theimposition, on
summary conviction, of thefollowing pendties.-
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Information asto
air transport
undertakings.

(@ inthe case of afirst offence, afine not exceeding two thou-
sand dollarsor imprisonment for aterm not exceeding Six
months, or both such fineand term of imprisonment;

(b) inthe case of asecond or subsequent offence, afinenot
exceeding twenty fivethousand dollarsor imprisonment for a
term not exceeding fiveyears, or both such fineand term of
imprisonmen.

(4) Inthissection, “competent authority” meansthe Minister, the Director
of Civil Aviation, or any other person authorised by the Minister inthat behaf.

9.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsrequiring any person-

(@ who carries on the business of carrying passengersor goods
inaircraft for hireor reward; or

(b) whoisthe owner or the pilot or other personwhoisin
chargeof any aircraft engaged in such business,

tofurnishto the prescribed authoritiesin such form and at such timesasmay
be specified in theregulations, information of such description asmay be so
specified rel ating to the operation, busi ness management and financid accounts
in respect of such aircraft and to the persons employed in connection with
suchaircraft.

(2) Regulations under this section may provide for the imposition of
pendtiesfor offencesagang theregul ations, not exceeding afineof two hundred
dollarsand afurther fine of twenty-fivedollarsfor every day onwhichthe
offence continues after conviction therefor, or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding Sx months.

(3) No information with respect to any undertaking which has been
obtained by virtue of the regul ations under this section shall be disclosed to

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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any other person without the written consent of the person carrying on that
undertaking; and if any person disclosesany suchinformation in contravention
of thissubsectionheshal beliableonsummary conviction toimprisonment for
aterm not exceeding oneyear or to afine not exceeding onethousand dollars
or to both such fineand term of imprisonment:

Provided that nothing inthissubsection shal apply to thedisclosure of any
information for the purposes of any legal proceedingswhich may betaken by
virtue of thissubsection or regulationsunder thissection, or for the purposes of
any report of such proceedings, but save as aforesaid, the restriction imposed
by thissubsection shall, inrelation to any legal proceedingsor arbitrations,
extend so asto prohibit and prevent any person who isin possession of any
such information so obtai ned from disclosing, and from being required by any
court or arbitrator to disclose, that information (whether as a witness or
otherwise) except with the written consent of the person carrying on the
undertaking.

PART Il
Department of Civil Aviation 140f 1997.

10.-(1) For theadministration of thisAct and theregulationsmadethereunder,  Establishment of
there shall be established a department of government to be known as the tff‘ec P??Zr tf"a‘lt?”t
« - i A or Civil Aviation.
Department of Civil Aviation”. 140F 1997,
(2) The Department shall be headed by a public officer to beknown as
“theDirector of Civil Aviation” who shdl beappointed by the Governor-Generd
in accordancewith section 107 of the Belize Congtitution: CAP.4.

Provided that the public officer whoisworking asthe Director of Civil
Aviationimmediately beforethe commencement of thisAct shall bedeemedto
have been appointed under thissection.
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(3) Itshdl betheresponsbility of the Department of Civil Aviation, under
thegenerd direction of theMinister, to monitor theimplementation of thisAct
and the regulations made thereunder and to take necessary actionto enforce
itsprovisons.

(4) Thereshall be appointed by the Public Services Commission such
other officersand staff having suitable qualificationsasmay be necessary for
carrying out the provisionsof thisAct and any regulationsmadethereunder.

Functionsof the 11,  Theprincipal powers, dutiesand functions of the Department shall
Department. be:-
14 0f 1997. '

(@ to ensurethe safety of air navigation;

(b) to promote and encourage the orderly and economic
development of civil aviation;

(©) to ensure the observation of any regulationsmade under this
Act;

(d) toinitiateand carry out surveysinto any aspect of civil avia-
tion;

(e toadvisethe Minigter ondl mattersaffecting civil aviation,
and

)] to perform such other functionsasthe Minister may fromtime
totimeimpose.

PART IV

Aerodromes and Other Lands

Power of Minister

to provide 12.-(1) TheMinister may establish and maintain aerodromesfor the purposes
aerodromes.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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of civil aviation, and provide and maintain in connection therewith roads, ap-
proaches, apparatus, equipment, buildingsand other accommodations.

(2) TheDirector of Civil Aviationor any other officer or authority gppointed
by the Minister shall beresponsibleto the Minister for the management and
administration of the aerodrome and all services provided on behalf of the
Minister, including signalling services, flying control services, safety services
and services connected with the execution of works.

(3) TheMinister shall not provideany personwith aerodromefacilitiesin
connection with the operation of any air transport undertaking unlessheis
satisfied that comparablefacilitiesareavailable, or can bemade availableif
required, to other personsin connection with the operation of smilar services
upon termsand conditionswhich arenot lessfavourable.

(4) Inthemanagement and administration of any aerodromevestedin him,
the Minister shall make such provision as hethinks necessary to ensurethat
adequatefacilitiesfor consultation areprovided for theloca authoritiesinwhose
areastheaerodromeor any part thereof isstuated, and for other locd authorities
whose areas are in the neighbourhood of the aerodrome, and for other
organizationsrepresenting theinterests of persons concerned with thelocality
inwhich theaerodromeissituated.

13.-(1) The Minister may makerecommendationsto theMinister responsible  Acquisition and
for landsto acquire land compulsorily for any purpose connected withthe =~ management of
exerciseof the Minister’sfunctionsrelatedtocivil aviation. lands.

(2) Any suchland shall, after acquisition, be vested inthe Minister who
shall havethe power to manage and let any such land or portion thereof.

14.  Without prejudicetotheir general dutiesunder any other enactment, it  Health control
shall bethe duty of the Minister and the Minister responsiblefor Healthto ~ at aerodromes.
make such arrangementsasthey think necessary-
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@

()

for preventing danger to public hedthfromaircraft arriving at
any aerodromein Belize;

for preventing the spread of infectious di seases by means of
any aircraft |eaving any such aerodrome, sofar asmay be
necessary or expedient for the purpose of carrying out any
treaty, convention, arrangement or engagement with any
country.

Control overland  15.-(1) TheMinister may, by Order, declarethat any land, structure, works
intheinterestsof  or apparatus specified in the Order shall be subject to control by directions

civil aviation.

civil aviation.

under thissectionif heissatisfied that it isnecessary soto dointheinterestsof

(2) Whereany such Order isinforce, the Minister may, in pursuance of
any general or special authority given by the Order, givedirections-

@

()

©

(d)

©

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

for restrictingtheheight of buildingsor structuresor requiring
thetotd or partid demolition of any building or structurewithin
theareaspecified,

for restricting the height of treesupon any land withinthe
areg, or for requiring any tree on any such land to be cut
down or reduced in height;

for extinguishing any privateright of way over landwithin
theareg;

for requiring theremova or restricting theinstallation of
cables, mains, pipes, wiresor other apparatus upon, across,
over or under any land withinthearea;

for extinguishing, at theexpiration of such period asmay be
specifiedinthedirections, any subssting right of instaling or
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maintaining any such apparatus asaforesaid upon, across,
over or under any land withintheareg;

() for requiring that, beforethe expiration of such period as
may be specifiedinthedirections, any such apparatusshall
beremovedfromlandwithinthearea

(3) Any such Order may contain such consequential, incidental and
supplementa provisionsasappear to the Minister to be necessary or expedient
for thepurposesof the Order, including, in particular, provisonsfor empowering
any person authorised in that behalf by the Minister, to remove, pull down, cut
down, or alter so asto bring into conformity with the requirements of any
directionsunder the Order, any building, structure, tree or apparatuswhich
contravenesthoserequirements.

(4) AnOrder under this section shall be subject to negativeresolution.

(5) TheMinister shall give notice of any direction given pursuant tothis
section by publishing thedirection in the Gazette and by taking such stepsashe
considersreasonablefor securing that acopy of thedirectionisserved on each
person appearing to him to bethe owner or occupier of any land to whichthe
directionrelates.

(6) A personwho obstructsany other personintheexerciseof any powers
conferred upon that other person by virtue of thissection commitsan offence
andisliable on summary convictiontoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
six monthsor to afine not exceeding two thousand dollars, or to both such fine
and term of imprisonment.

16.-(1) If the Minister issatisfied, with respect to any building, structureor  warning of
erectioninthevicinity of an aerodrome, that in order to avoid danger toaircraft ~ obstructions.
flying in conditionsof darknessor poor visibility, provision ought to be made

(whether by lighting or otherwise) for giving to such aircraft warning of the

presence of that building, structureor erection, hemay by Order authorizethe
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manager or proprietor of the aerodrome or any person acting under hisin-
sructions-

(@ toexecute, ingal, maintain, operate, repair or dter suchworks
and apparatusasmay be necessary for enabling suchwarning
to begiveninthemanner specified in the Order; and

(b) sofar asmay be necessary for exercising any power conferred
by the Order to enter upon and passover (with or without
vehicles) any such land asmay be specifiedinthe Order:

Provided that no such Order shall be madein relation to any building,
structure or erection if it appearsto the Minister that there have been made,
and are being carried out, satisfactory arrangementsfor the giving of such
warning asaforesaid of the presence of thebuilding, structure or erection.

(2) TheMinister shal, beforemaking any such Order asaforesaid, cause
to be published, in such manner as he thinks best for informing persons
concerned, notice of the proposal to makethe Order and of the placewhere
copies of the draft Order may be obtained free of charge, and take into
cong deration any representationswith respect to the Order which may, within
such period not being lessthan two months after the publication of the notice
asmay be specified therein, be madeto him by any person appearingtohimto
have aninterest in any land which would be affected by the Order; and at the
end of that period the Order may, subject to the provisionsof thissection, be
madewith such modifications(if any) of theorigina draft astheMinister thinks
proper.

(3) Every such Order asaforesaid shall provide-

(@ that, except inacase of emergency, noworksshd | beexecuted
onany landin pursuanceof the Order, unlessat |east fourteen
daysprevioudy, the manager or proprietor of theaerodrome
towhichtheOrder relateshasserved in themanner prescribed
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by the Order on the occupier of that land, and on every other
person known by the manager or proprietor to have aninterest
therein, awritten notice containing such particularsof thenature
of the proposed works, and the manner inwhich and thetime
at whichitisproposed to execute them, asmay be prescribed
by or in accordance with the Order; and

(b) that if, withinfourteen daysafter service of the said noticeon
any person having such aninterest, the manager or proprietor
of theaerodromereceivesawrittenintimation of objectionon
the part of that personto the proposascontained inthenotice,
being an intimati on which specifiesthegrounds of objection,
then, unlessand except in sofar asthe objectioniswithdrawn,
no steps shall betaken in pursuance of the notice without the
specific sanction of the Minister.

(4) Any person having aninterest in theland affected by an Order under
this section shall be entitled to the payment of compensation for any lossor
damagethat that person may suffer in consequence of the Order asmight, in
default of agreement, be determined by asingle arbitrator appointed by the
Chief Justice; and for the purpose of this subsection, any expense reasonably
incurred in connection with thelawful removal of any apparatusinstalledin
pursuance of such an Order, and so much of any expenseincurredin connection
withtherepair, dteration, demolition or remova of any building, structureor
erection to which such an Order relates asisattributabl e to the operation of the
Order, shall be deemed to beloss or damage suffered in consequence of the
Order:

Provided that no compensation shall be payablefor any lossor damage
sufferedin consegquenceof an Order made under thissection wherethebuilding,
Sructureor erection hasbeen erected in contravention of any Order or regulation
under thisAct or in contravention of any other law, rule, regulation or Order.
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Power to stop up

(5) Theownership of anything shal not betaken to be affected by reason
only that itisplacedin, or affixed to, any land in pursuance of suchan Order as
aforesaid; and (subject to the provisionsof the next following subsection) so
long asany such Order in respect of any aerodromeisinforce, no person
shall, except with the consent of the manager or proprietor of the aerodrome,
wilfully interferewith any worksor thingswhich, to the knowledge of that
person, are works or things executed or placed in, on or over any land in
pursuance of the Order.

(6) If any person contravenesthe provisionsof subsection (5) abovehe
shall beliable on summary convictionto afine not exceeding five thousand
dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding one year or both; and
every person who wilfully obstructs aperson in the exercise of any power
conferred by such an Order asaforesaid shdl beliable on summary conviction
to afinenot exceeding onethousand dollars.

(7) Nothinginthissectionshall operate, inreationtoany building, structure
or erection, so asto restrict the doing of any work for the purpose of repairing,
atering, demolishing or removing the building, structureor erection:

Provided that-

(@ notice of thedoing of suchwork isgivenwithout delay tothe
manager or proprietor of the aerodrome; and

(b) thegiving of thewarning of the presenceof thebuilding,
structure, or erection inthe manner provided by any Order
under thissectioninforceinrelationtheretoisnot interrupted.

17.-(2) TheMinister may, after consultation with the Minister responsiblefor

ﬁ_”dhdive” highways, if heissatisfied that it isnecessary soto doin order to securethe
gy, safeand efficient usefor purposesof civil aviation of any premisesused with
theapprovd of theMinigter for thetesting of aircraft, or of any aerodrome, by
Order authorizethe stopping up or diversion of any highway.
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(2) AnOrder under thissectionmay providefor al or any of thefollowing
matters-

(@ for securing the provision or improvement of any highway so
far astheMinister responsiblefor highwaysconsiderssuch
provision or improvement necessary or desirablein conse-
guenceof any such stopping up or diversion asaforesaid;

(b) for theretention or removal of any poles, cables, mains, pipes,
wiresor similar apparatus placed along, across, over or under
any highway stopped up or diverted under the Order, and for
the extinguishment, modification or preservation of any rights
asto the use or maintenance of that apparatus;

(© if any highway isto be provided or improved under the Order,
for authorizing or requiring the provision of any such gpparatus
asaforesaid along, across, over or under that highway, inlieu
of any gpparatusremoved from ahighway pursuant tothe Order,
and for conferring rightsasto the use or maintenance of
apparatus so provided.

(3) AnOrder under thissection may contain such consequentid, incidenta
or/and supplemental provisionsas appear to the Minister to be necessary or
expedient for the purposes of the Order.

(4) AnOrder under thissection shall be subject to negativeresolution.

18. If any person trespasses on any land forming part of aGovernment  Trespassing on
aerodromeor an aerodromelicensed under regul ationsmade under thisAct, he  @erodromes.
shdl beliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollars:

Provided that no person shall beliableto any penalty under thissection
unlessitisprovedthat, at themateria time, noticeswarning trespassersof their
liability under this section were posted so asto bereadily seen and read by
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membersof the public, in such positionson or near the boundary of the aero-
drome as appear to the court to be proper.

Customs 19.-(1) TheMinister may subject to such conditionsashethinksfit, by Order

aerodromes. designate any aerodrometo be aplace of landing or departure of aircraft for
the purposes of the enactmentsrelating to customs; and he may by Order
declarethat such an aerodrome shall nolonger bea Customs aerodrome.

(2) Thecommander of an aircraft entering the country from abroad shall
not, without the specid permissioninwriting of theMinister, causeor permitit
tolandfor thefirst timeafter itsarriva therein at any place other than aCustoms
aerodrome:

Provided that the requirements of this section shall not apply if the
commander isrequired to causetheaircraft to land because he hasflown over
aprohibited areaor if heiscompelled soto do by accident, stress of weather
or other unavoidable cause.

(3) Upon arrival from abroad of an aircraft at aCustomsaerodrome, the
commander shdl-

(@ immediately taketheaircraft to theexamination station at that
aerodrome, or causeit to be so taken;

(b) forthwith deliver to the customs officer such documentsas
may berequired fromtimeto timeby regulationsmade by the
Minister for such purpose under thisAct;

(© causedl passengerscariedintheaircraft toleavetheaircraft
withtheir baggagefor examination, and produceit to the proper
officer and unladeal goodsand storesin theaircraft, except
such passengers, goods or storesasareto be carried onto
another Customs aerodrome or to adestination abroad and
are permitted by such officer to be carried on without com-
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pliancewith therequirementsaforesaid:

Provided that, if an aircraft haslanded at a Customs aerodrome and the
commander through circumstances over which hehasno control isprevented
fromtakingit or causngit to betakento theexamination station, heshal remove
al goodsand storesladenintheaircraft to the examination stationin the presence
of acustomsofficer, towhomheshall deliver forthwith the documentsrequired
by thissubsection.

(4) Nopersonshdl, without thespecid permissoninwriting of theMinigter-

(@ import or bring, or be concerned inimporting or bringing,
any goodsin any aircraft into Belizeat any placeother thana
Customsaerodrome;

(b) unladeany goodsor suffer the sameto be unladen fromthe
aircraft inwhich they wereimported except during approved
hoursand at an examination station approved for such pur-
pose; or

(© removethe goodsfrom an examination station without the
authority of thecustomsofficer.

(5) Theimporter, or the agent of the importer, of any goods of which
ddivery hasnot been permitted by the customsofficer shall deposit thesamein
an gpproved trangit shed at the Customsaerodromeat which they wereimported
or inany other place approved by the Comptroller of Customsand, for the
purposes of the enactmentsrelating to customs, any goods so deposited shall,
until thesame shd| have been duly entered in accordancewith those enactments,
be deemed to begoodstill on board theimporting aircraft.

(6) No person shall, without the permission of acustoms officer, remove
any goodsfrom any transit shed or other place approved by the Comptroller of
Customs.
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(7) No person shall depart on aflight for aplace abroad, and no aircraft
shall be permitted to depart for aplace abroad fromany placein Belize other
than aCustomsaerodrome except with the specia permissioninwriting of the
Miniger.

(8) Beforeany aircraft shall depart for aplace abroad from a Customs
aerodromethe commander shall taketheaircraft to the examination station at
that aerodrome, or causeit to be so taken, and shall deliver to the customs
officer all such documentsas may be required by regul ations made by the
Minister for such purpose under thisAct.

(9) Thecommander of anaircraft departing for aplaceabroad shall not
permit any goods, stores or passengers to be laden or taken on board the
arcraft except at an examination station or before he hasgiven to the customs
officer notice of intended departure and application for clearance.

(10) No personshal, without the permission of acustomsofficer, unlade
from any aircraft any goods laden therein which have been cleared for
exportation.

(11) If anaircraft flyingto or fromaplaceabroadisrequired or compelled
to land because it hasflown over aprohibited area or because of stress of
westher, accident or other unavoidable cause, at any placein Belize other than
aCustoms aerodrome-

(@ the commander of theaircraft-

(i) shdl immediately report thelandingtoacustomsofficer
or policeofficer;

(it) shdl not, without the consent of acustomsofficer,
permit any goodsor storesto be unladen fromthe
arcraft except for the purpose of protecting such
goodsor storesfrom damage; and
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(i) shall comply with any directionsgiven by acustoms
officer with respect to any goodsor storescarriedin
theaircraft; and

(b) no passengersin, or membersof the crew of theaircraft shall,
without the consent of acustomsofficer or apoliceofficer,
leavetheimmediatevicinity of theaircraft except where such
departureisnecessary for reasons of health, safety or the
preservation of life.

(12) Thepersonincontrol of any aerodromeshall keep arecord, inaform
approved by the Minister, of all aircraft arriving at or departing from the
aerodrome and shall on demand produce such record to the Comptroller of
Customsor any officer authorized by him, together with al other documents
kept at the aerodromewhich rel ateto themovement of aircraft, and shall permit
such officer to make copiesthereof and to take extractstherefrom.

(13) TheComptroller of Customsor any officer authorized by him, or any
officer authorised by the Minister, shall havetheright to enter upon andinspect
any aerodrome and buildings and goodsthereon and to board any aircraft and
ingpect any aircraft and goodstherein and al documentsrelating to theaircraft
or to the goods or persons carried therein, and the manager or proprietor of
every aerodrome and thecommander of every aircraft shal permit such officers
to enter and carry out such inspections.

(14) Subject tosuch conditionsor requirementsasthe Minister may impose,
any of thedutiesimposed onthe commander of an aircraft by thissection may
be carried out on hisbeha f by an authorised agent being aresponsible person
who represents, and isauthorized in that behalf by, the owner or operator of
theaircraft.

(15) Any goodswhich areimported, unladen, transshipped or removed
contrary tothe provisionsof thissection shall beforfeited, and any personwho
contravenesthe provisonsof thissection commitsan offenceand shdl beliable
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Landing and
departure of
aircraft.

Licensing of
aerodromes.

on summary conviction to afine not exceeding two thousand dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding three months or both; and any pro-
ceedingsinthisrespect and any penaty incurred shall bewithout prejudiceto
any other penalty incurred under any other enactment relating to customs.

(16) Theprovisionsof thissectionshall not apply to any military aircraft
except wheresuch aircraft isflown by acivilian pilot and isnot commanded by
apersonwhoisactinginthecourseof hisduty asamember of amilitary force.

20. No person shdl, without thewritten permission of the Minister, cause
or permit any aircraft to take off from or belanded in any place other thana
licensed or Government aerodrome.

21.-(1) No person may instruct, cause or permit to be constructed any
aerodromewithout the written permission of the Director of Civil Aviation;
and on compl etion of construction, the owner or occupier of theland or place
or the proprietor or operator of the aerodrome shall apply to the Director of
Civil Aviationfor an aerodromelicence.

(2) Every gpplicationfor alicenceor permissonto construct an aerodrome
or to use any place asan aerodrome shall bein such form and shall contain
suchinformation asmay berequired by the Director of Civil Aviation, including
an environmental impact assessment.

(3) Incongdering an gpplicationfor permission to construct an aerodrome
or use any place as an aerodrome, the Director of Civil Aviation, after
consultation withthe Minister, shall satisfy himself that such aerodromeisin
thepublicinterest, andin particular shall haveregard to thefollowing:-

(@ that the proposed aerodromeisnot in any placereserved for
any other national or public purpose;

(b) that the aerodrome or the use thereof will not poseathreat to
nationa security;
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(© that adequate security arrangementsare madeto ensurethat
the aerodrome shall not be used for any purpose contrary to
law or publicpolicy; and

(d) that the proposed aerodrome shall have no adverseimpact
ontheenvironmen.

(4) Anapplication for permission to construct an aerodrome or use any
placeasan aerodrome may be refused without assigning reasonstherefor. At
thediscretion of theMinister, permission granted hereunder may bewithdrawvn
if such actionisdeemed necessary inthepublicinterest.

(5) Anapplication for alicencein respect of any aerodromefor which
permission has been given shall not be refused without ascribing the reason
therefor.

(6) 1t shall beacondition of every aerodromelicencethat-

@ the aerodrome shall have adequate security arrangementsto
thesatisfaction of the Director of Civil Aviation;

(b) asrequired, proper recordsare kept, and submitted to the
Director of Civil Aviation, of dl aircraft operationsor any other
activity ontheaerodrome;

(© only aircraft authorized by the Director of Civil Aviation shdll
be permitted to use the aerodrome;

(d) acopy of theaerodromelicence shall bekept at all timeson
the aerodrome, and shall be produced on demand to apolice
officer.

(7) TheMinister may inspect or causeto beinspected any existing aero-
dromeor placelikely to congtitute an aerodrome, and if heisnot satisfied that
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such place or aerodrome meets the requirements of this section or of any
regul ations made hereunder, shall order the owner or occupier of theland on
which the aerodrome exists or the operator of the aerodrometo destroy such
aerodromeand render it unusableby aircraft.

(8) The owner or occupier of any land or place on which an unlicensed
aerodrome exists or unauthorised aerodrome is being constructed, or the
operator thereof, commitsan offence and upon summary conviction shal be
liableto afine not exceeding fifty thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for a
term not exceeding fiveyearsor to both, and in addition thereto, the court may
order such aerodrometo be destroyed and the costsincurred in such destruction
recovered from the owner or occupier of such land or aerodrome, or any
other person found responsiblefor the construction of such aerodrome; andit
shall not be asufficient defenceto aprosecution under this section to show
that the aerodromewas not in use at thetime of inspection.

(9) Any personwho -

(@ without lawful excuse usesany aerodromewhen such
aerodrome hasnot been licensed;

(b) commences congtruction of an aerodromewithout having first
obtained thewritten permissionof theDirector of Civil
Avidion;

(© useswithout lawful excuseany placeother than aGovernment
aerodromeor alicensed aerodromefor thelanding or depar-
ture of an aircraft without thewritten permission of the
Miniger;

(d) obstructs, preventsor otherwise hindersthe entry upon any
land or place of apaliceofficer, the Director of Civil Aviation
or any person authorised by the Minister to carry out anin-
spection, examination or check thereon, or assaultsor other-
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wise hinders such personinthe performanceof hisdutiesun-
der thissection;

(e failsto comply with any requirementsof thissection or any
regulationsmadethereunder or withany lawful directiongiven
to such person by theMinigter or the Director of Civil Aviation;

commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary conviction to afinenot
exceeding fifty thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
fiveyears, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

(10) Where an aerodromeiscongtructed without thewritten permission of
the Director of Civil Aviation or used without an aerodromelicenceissued by
the Director of Civil Aviation, any articlefound at the site of theaerodrome or
any fixtures, machinery, vehicle, aircraft or other thingsfound thereon, shall be
forfeited and disposed of in such manner asto the court shall seemjust.

(11) Whereany offenceagainst the provisonsof thissectioniscommitted
by any servant or agent of the owner or occupier of the land on which an
aerodrome has been constructed or isbeing constructed, such offence shall be
deemed to be an offence committed by that owner or occupier, unless he
establishesthat such offence was committed without hisknowledge or consent.

(12) Where a person by whom an offence under this section or any
regul ations made thereunder iscommitted isabody corporate, every person
who at thetime of the commission of the offence was adirector, general
manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate or was
purporting to act in any such capacity shall be deemed to be guilty of that
offenceunlesshe provesthat the offence was committed without hisconsent,
knowledge or connivance and that heexercised all duediligenceto prevent the
commission of such offence asheought to have exercised having regard to the
nature of hisfunctionsin that capacity andto al thecircumstances.
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(13) Nothinginthissection shall exempt an owner or occupier of land or
the owner or operator of an aircraft or aerodromefrom complying with the
requirementsof any other law or any regulationsfor thetimebeinginforcein
relationtothelicensing or use of an aerodrome.

PART V

Liability for Damage Caused by Aircraft

Liabilityin 22.-(1) Noactionshall liein respect of trespassor nuisance by reason only of
:isps;tss"f theflight of an aircraft over any property at aheight abovetheground or water

nuisance and whichisreasonable having regard towind, weather and al the circumstances
surface damage. of thecase, or the ordinary incidentsof such flight solong asthe provisionsof
any regulations made under thisAct areduly complied with.

(2) Wherematerial lossor damageis caused to any person or property
on land or water by, or by apersonin, or an article or part of an aircraft or
personfalingfrom, anaircraft whileinflight, taking off or landing, then unless
theloss or damage was caused or contributed to by the negligence of the
person by whom it was suffered, damagesin respect of theloss or damage
shdl berecoverablewithout proof of negligenceor intention or other cause of
action, asif theloss or damage had been caused by thewilful act, neglect or
default of the owner of theaircraft:

Provided that where material lossor damageiscaused asaforesaid in
circumstancesinwhich-

(@ damagesarerecoverablein respect of thesaid lossor
damageby virtueonly of theforegoing provisionsof this
subsection; and

(b) alegdl liability iscreated in some person other than the
owner to pay damagesin respect of thesaid lossor
damage,
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theowner shall be entitled to beindemnified by that other person against any
claiminrespect of thesaid lossor damage.

23. Wherean aircraft has been bona fide demised, let or hired out for any  Responsibility
period exceeding fourteen daysto any other person by the owner thereof, and ~ relaingto

no pilot, commander, navigator or other flight crew member isintheemployment ﬁ'i:;aﬁ letor
of the owner, thisPart of thisAct shall have effect asif any referenceto the '

owner, were substituted by referencesto the person to whom theaircraft has

been demised, let or hired out.

24.  TheMiniger may regulaetheconditionsunder whichnoiseandvibration  Nuisance by
may be caused by aircraft on any aerodrome, and no action shall lieinrespect ~ arcrafton
of nuisance by reason only of noise and vibration caused by aircraft onan ~ @odromes.
aerodromeif the prescribed level of noiseor vibration isnot exceeded by that

arcraft.

PART VI
Miscellaneous

25.-(1) Any servicerenderedinasssting or insaving lifefrom, orinsavingthe  Application of
cargo or gppardl of, anaircraftin, on or over theseaor any tida water, oronor  law of wreck and
over the shores of the seaor any tidal water, shall bedeemedto besalvage  S3vage to
servicesinal casesinwhichthey would havebeen salvagesarvicesif they had 37"
beenrenderedinrelationto avessd.

(2) Wheresalvage servicesarerendered by an aircraft to any property or
person, the owner of theaircraft shall be entitled to the samereward for those
servicesashewould have been entitled to if theaircraft had been avessdl.

(3) Theprovisonsof thissection shall haveeffect notwithstanding that the
arcraft concerned isaforeign aircraft, and notwithstanding that the servicesin
guestion arerendered d sewherethan withinthelimitsof theterritoria watersof
Bdize
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(4) TheMinister may by Order direct that any provisionsof any law for
thetimebeinginforcewhich relateto wreck, to salvage of life or property or
to the duty of rendering assistance to vesselsin distress shall, with such
exceptions, adaptationsand modifications, if any, asmay be specifiedinthe
Order, apply inrelation to aircraft asthose provisions apply inrelation to
vesss.

Exemption of 26.-(1) Any lawful entry into, or any lawful trangt acrossBelize, with or without

arcraftandparts | andings, of an aircraft to which thissection appliesshall not entail any seizure

ge;ej(r’;fégm 4oy OF detentionof theaircraft or any proceedingsbeing brought against the owner

dams. P or the operator thereof or any other interference therewith by or on behalf of
any personin Belize on the ground that the construction, mechanism, parts,
accessories or operation of theaircraft isor arean infringement of any patent,
designor model.

(2) Theimportationinto, and storagein Bdlizeof spare partsand equi pment
for anaircraft to which thissection applies, and the useand install ation thereof
intherepair of such an aircraft shall not entail any seizure or detention of the
aircraft or the spare parts or equi pment or any proceedings being brought
against theowner or operator of theaircraft or the owner of the spare partsor
equipment or any other interferencewith theaircraft or partsor equipment by
or on behalf of any person in Belize on the groundsthat the spare partsor
equipment or thelr ingallation areor isaninfringement of any patent, desgnor
modd:

Provided that thissubsection shall not apply inrelationto any spare parts
or spare equipment which are sold or distributed in Belize or are exported
fromBelizefor saleor distribution.

(3) Thissectionappliestoany aircraft (other than aircraft usedin military,
customsor police services) registered in any country or territory whichisa
party to the Chicago Convention, and to such other aircraft asthe Minister

may by Order specify.
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27.-(1) Wherean aircraft isflownin such amanner asto bethecauseof un-  Dangerous
necessary danger to any person or property onland or water or to any other ~ flying.
personintheaircraft, the pilot or personin charge of theaircraft, and asothe

owner thereof, unlesshe provesto the satisfaction of the court that the aircraft

was so flownwithout hisactual fault or privity, commitsan offenceand shal be

liable on summary conviction to afinenot exceeding ten thousand dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand

termof imprisonment.

(2) Inthissection, theexpresson“owner” inrdaiontoanarcraft, includes
any person by whomtheaircraft ishired at thetime of the offence.

(3) Notwithstanding any other penalty, the Minister may, inthecaseof a
first offence under thissection, suspend the pilot’slicencefor aperiod of upto
sx months, and on asubsequent offence, congider thepil ot unfit and permanently
revokehislicence.

28.-(1) TheMinister hasalienonall or any aircraft owned or operatedby a  Detention of
creditor for therecovery of any chargesin relation to the operation of such ~ arcraft.
arcraft (including licengng, certification, air navigation and aerodrome charges)

which areunpaid after payment isdue and, notwithstanding the provisions of

any other Act, theMinister may hold any aircraft over whichhehasalien.

(2) Wherethe owner or operator of an aircraft contravenesany provison
of thisAct, theregulationsor any Order of the Minister under thisAct or any
other Act, theMinister may, for the purposes of securing compliancewith such
provisions, detain the aircraft pending adecision of the court, and the court
beforewhich any proceedingsrel ating to the contraventionsisbrought may, in
additionto any other penalty provided in respect of the contravention, order
that theaircraft be sold.

29.  TheMinister may by regulationsmakeprovisonfor securingthesafe  Custody and
custody and re-delivery of any property which, whilenotin proper custody, is  disposal of lost
found onany premisesunder hiscontrol or inany aircraft onany suchpremises;  ProPerty.
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and such regulationsmay in particular-

(@ providefor requiring chargesto bepaidin respect of any such
property beforeitisre-delivered; and

(b) providefor authorizing the disposal of any such property if it
isnot re-delivered before the expiration of such period as
may be specifiedintheregulations.

General penalty. 30. Every person who contravenesor failsto comply with any provision
of thisAct or any regulationsor Ordersmadethereunder for which no penalty
isotherwise expressly provided, shall beliable on summary convictiontoa
fine not exceeding fifty thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding fiveyears, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

Other powers of 31.  Thepowersconferred ontheMinister by thisAct shal beinaddition
the Minister not to and not in derogation of any other powersconferred ontheMinister by any

affected. other Act or law.

Regulations. 32.  TheMinister may makeregulationsgenerally for thebetter carrying
out of theprovisionsof thisAct, andin particular, but without prejudicetothe
generdity of theforegoing, may makeregulationsfor thefollowing purposes.-

(@ prescribing theform of any register of recordsrequired to be
kept under the provisionsof thissection or regulationsmade
thereunder;

(b) thelicensing of aerodromesand prescribing the safety
requirements,

(© prescribing thefeeswhich may be payablefor suchlicensing;
and
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(d) prescribing any other thing or matter that needsto be

prescribed.
33.-(1) TheAerodromesAct, theAircraft (CustomsRegulation) Act, andthe  Repeals and
United Kingdom Civil Aviation Actsof 1949 and 1971, insofar asthey apply to  savings.
Belize, arehereby repealed. CAR 188,
RE. 1980-1990.
. , . . , CAP 36,
(2) Notwithstanding such repeal asisreferredtoin subsection (1), any RrEg 1980-1990.
subsidiary legidation made or Ordersissued under the said Actswhich have
theforceof law in Belize a the commencement of thisAct, shall, insofar asthe
samearenot inconsistent with the provisionsof thisAct, continuetoremainin
forceuntil repealed and replaced by subsidiary |egidation made under thisAct.
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